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By Veac Bickerftaff Eqs 





Quitquid agunt Homines noftri Farrago Libelii. 





From Tuefday Auguft 9. to Thurfday Anguff 11. 1709. 


White's Chocolate-Houfe, Auguft 10. 
The Civil Husband, 


HE Fate and Character of the inconftant 

Ojmyn, is a juit Excute for the little No- 

tice taken by his Widow of his Depar- 

ture out of this Life, which was equal- 

ly troublefome to Elmira his faithful 

Spoufe, and to himiclf, That Lite pafs’d between 
em after this Maser, is the Reafon that the Town 
has juft now receivd a Lady with all that 
Gaiety, after having been a Reli¢t but Three Months, 
which other Women hardly aflume under Fifteen 
after tuch a Ditafter. Elmira is the Daughter 
of arich and worthy Citizch, who gave her to 
Ojmyn with a Portion which might have obtain'd 
her an Alliance with our nobleft Hot:fes, and fix'd 
her in the Eye of the World, where her Story had 
not been now to be related ; For her good Qualities 


‘had made her tle Object of univerial Etteem a- 


mong tie polite Part of Mankis.u, rom whoa the 
bas oven baniih’d and immurd u!l the Death of 
her Gaoler. Ac is now full Fifteen Years fineg tii st 
beautcous Lady wes given into ihe Hands of the 


happy Ofmyn, 0 in the Sente of all the World, 


receiv d at that Time a W#refent more valuabic than 
the Pofleflion o: both the Jadies, She was tl.cn ia her 
early Biooni, with an Unduftanding and Ducretion 
very little intericr to the molt experienc’d Matrous. 
She'was not veholdin to the Cnarms of her Scx, 
that licr Company was preferable toany Ofmya could 
meet with abroad ; for were all the taid confider d, 
without Regard to her being a Woman, it might 
ftand the Examination of the feverclt Judges ; For 
fhe had all the Beauty of her own Sex, with all the 
Converfation-Accompiithments of ours, But Of 
mya very toon grew iurfeited with the Charms of 
her Perlon by Vofleflion ; and of her Mind, by 
Want of Tait; for he was one of that loofe Sout of 
Men, who have but one Reaion tor 1etting any 
Value upon the fair Sx, who confider even 
Brides but as new Women, and conicquenily neg- 
Ject em when whey ceafe co be fuch All the Me- 
rit of E/mira could not preveat her becoming a mere 
Wiie witjgin teow Months after her Nuptials; and 
Ofayn hMA fo little Reith tor bir Converiation, 
that he coniplaind of the Advaitages of it. My 
Spouic, (iatd he to one of his Comp:nions) is io 
very difcicct, io good, fo virtuous, aid FT know 
not what, that I think her Perton is rether the Ob- 


_ ject of Elteem than of Love; and there is ducha 
~» Thing as a Merit which coufes rather Diftance than 


Paton. But:there being no J4edi:m in the State of 
Matrimony, their Lite began to take the ufual Gra- 
dations to be the moft irkiome of all Beings. They 
grew in the firft Place very complaifant; and having 
at Heart a certain Knowledge that they were indit- 
ferent to each other, Apologies were made for every 
little Circumftance which they thought betray’d 


their mutual Coldnefs. This lafted but few Months, 
when they fhow’d a Difference of Opinion in every 
Trifle ; and, as a Sign of certain Decay of Affection 
the Word perhaps was'introduc’d in all their Dif- 
courfe. I have a Mind to go to the Park, fays the; 
but perhaps, my Dear, you will want the Coach 
on fome other Occafion. He would very willingly 
carry her to the Play ; but perhaps the had pe « 
go to Lady Centanre’s and play at Ombre. They 
were both Perions of good Difcerning, and foon 
found that they mortally hated each other, by their 
Manner of hiding it. Certain it is, that there are 
fome Genius’s which are not capable of pure Af- 
fection, and a Man is born with Telents for it as 
much as for Poetry or any other Science. Ojmyn 
began too late to bud the Imperiection of his own 
Heart, and us‘d all the Methods in the World to 
correct. it, and argue himfelf. into Return of De- 
fire and Paflion for his Wife, by the Contempla- 
tion of her excellent Qualitics, his great Obligations 
to her, and the high Value he ifaw all the World 
except huntelf put upon her. But firchis Man’s 
unhappy Conditien, that tho’ the Weakneds of the 
Heart has a prevailing Power over the Sirength of 
the Head, yet the Strength of the Head has but 
{mall Force agdinft. the: Weaknels of the Heart. 
Ofmyn thesetore Rruggled in vain to revive departed 
Defire ; and therefore retolv’d to retire to one of 
his Eftztes in the Country, and, pais away his 
Hours of Wedlock by the noble Diverfions of the 
Field; and in the Fury of a difappointed Lover, 
made an Oath, to leave neither Stag, Fox, or Hare, 
living, during the Days of his Wiic. Betides, thar 
Country Sports would be an Amutement, he hop'd 
alio, that his Spoure would be half kill'd by the 
very Senfe of iccing this Town no more, and 
would think her Lite ended as focn as the left it. 
He communicated his Delign to Elmira, who re 
ceiv'd it (as now the did all Things) like a Perion 
too unhappy to be relicv’d or atficted by the Cir- 
cuinftance of Place. This unexpected Refiznation 
made Ofmyn rctolve to be as obliging to her as pofli- 
ble; and if he could not prevail upon himtelf 
to be kind, he took a Reiolution at leatt to 
act fincerely , and commyiicate frankly to her 
the Weakneis ot his Temper, to excule the Ine 
difference of his Fehaviour. He difpos’d his Hou- 
fhold in the Way to Rutland, fo as he and his La-. 
dy only travell’d in the Coach tor the Convenience 
ot Difcourfe. They had not gonc many Miles dut 
ot Town, when Ofmyn {poke to this Purpote’: 


© My Dear, U believe 1 look quite as filly, now 
* T am going to tell you 1 do not love you, as 
‘ when I fir't told you I did. We are now going 
‘ into the Country together, with only one Hope 
* for making this Lite agreeable, Survivorthip. 
© Defire is not in our. Power; mine is all gone for 
* you. What thall we do to carry it with De- 
© cency to the World, and hate one ano:her with 
* Ditcretion ? 
. The 

















The Lady an{wer'd without the leaft Obfervation 
at the Extravagance of his Speech: 


© My Dear, You have liv’d moft of your Days 
in a Court, and I have not been wholly unac- 
quainted with that Sort of Life. In Courts, you 
tee Good-will is {poken with great Warmth, 
Til-will cover'd with great Civility. Men are 
long in Civilities to thofe they hate, and fhort 
in Expreffions of Kindnefs to thofe they love. 
Therefore, my Dear, let us be well-bred fall, 
and it is no Matter, as to all who {ee us, whether 
we love or hate: And to let you fee how much 
you are beholden to me for my Conduct, I have 
both hated and deipisd you, my Dear, this half 
Year ; and’ yet neither in Language or Behaviour 
has it been vifible but that I lov’d you tender- 
ly. Therefore, as I know 7 go out of Town 
to divert Life in Purfuit of Beafts, and Conver- 
fation with Men juft above ‘em; fo, my Life, 
from this Moment, I fhall read all the learned 
Cooks who have ever writ, ftudy Broths, Plaitters, 
and Conferves, till from a Fine Lady I become 
a Notable Woman. We mutt take our Minds 
a Note or two lower, or we fhall be tortur'd by 
Jealoufy or Anger. Thus am retolv'd to kill 
all keen Paffions by employing my Mind on hit- 
tle Subjects, and leflening the Eafinefs of my Spi~ 
rit ; while you, my Dear, with much Ale, Ex- 
ercife, and 111 Company, are fo good, as to en- 
* deavour to be as contemptible as it is neceflary 
* for my Quiet I fhould think you. 


an A nenenanannaewenhnananannananaanannnanana 


To Rutland they arriv'd, and liv'd with great, 
but fecret Impatience for many tuccetlive Years, 
till Ofmyn thought of an happy Expedient to give 
their Affairs a new Turn. One Day he took Elmi- 
ra afide, and {poke as follows : 


' © My Dear, You fee here the Air is fo temperate 
‘ © and ferene, the Rivulcts, the Groves, and Soil, 
* fo extremely kind to Nature, that we are rather 
* ftronger and firmer in our Health fince we left 
* the Town; {fo that there is no Hope of a Relcate 
* in this Place: But if you will be fo kind as to 
* go with me to my Eftate in the Hundreds of E/- 
€ fex, it is poffible fome kind Damp may one Day 
‘or other relieve us. If you will condetcend to 
“accept of this Offer, I will add that whole Eftate 
* to your Jointure in this County. 


Elmira, who was all Goodnefs, accepted the Of 
fer, remov’d accordingly, and has lett her Spoute 
in that Place at Reft with his Fathers. 


This is the real Figure in which Elmira ought 
to be beheld in this Town, and not thought guil- 
ty of an Indecorum, in not profefling the Senfe, 
or bearing the Habit of Sorrow, for one who robb'd 
her of all the Endearments of Lite, and gave her 
only.common Civility, inftead of Complacency of 
Manners, Dignity of Pailion, and that conftant 
Affemblage of 1oft Defires and Affections which 
all who love feel, but none can exprels. 

Will’s Coffec-honje, Axgujt 10. 

Mr. Truman, who is a mighty Admirer of Dra- 
matick Poetry, and khows I am about a Tragedy, 
never mects me, but he is giving Admonitions 
and Hints for my Conduct. Mr. Bickerfaff (taid 
he) I was. reading laft Night your fecond Act you 
werefo kind to lend me; but I find you depend 
mightily upon the Retinue-of your Hero to make 
him magnificent, You make Guards, and Uthcrs, 
and Courticrs, 2nd Commons, and Nobles, march 
before, and then enters your Prince, and {a;s, they 
can't defend him from his Love. Why, prithee 
Ifiac, who ever thought they could? Place me 
your loving, Monarcl: in a Solitude ; let him have 
no Sente at all of his Grandeur, but Iet it be ca- 





ten up with his Paffion. He muft value himfelf 
as the greateft of Lovers, not as the firlt of Prin- 
ces: And then let him fay a more tender Thin 
than ever Man faid before--- For his Feather 
Eagle’s Beak is nothing at all. The Man is to be 
exprefsid by his Sentiments and Affections, and 
not .by. his Fortune or Equipage. You are alfo to 
take Care, that at his firtt Entrance he fays fome- 
thing which may give us an Idea of what we are 
to expect in a Perfon of his Way of thinking, 
Shake is your Pattern. In the Tragedy of Ce- 
far, he introduces his Hero in his Night-Gown, 
He had at that Time all the Power of Rome: De- 
posd Confuls, {ubordinate Generals, and Captive 
Princes, might have preceded him ; but this Genius 
was - fuch Mechanick Methods of fhowing 
Greatneis, Therefore he rather prefents that great 
Soul debating upon the Subject of Life and Death 
with his intimate Friends, without endeavouring 
to prepoflefs his — with empty Show and 
Pomp. When Ahofe who attend him talk of the 
many Omens /which had appear'd that Day, he 
anfwers : 


Cowards die many Times before their Deaths ; 
The Valiant never taft of Death but once. 

Of all the Wonders that 1 yet have heard, 

It feems to me mo firang: that Men fhould fear 
Seeing that Death, a neceffary End, 

Will come, when ut will come. 


_ When the Hero has {poken this Sentiment, there 
is nothing that is great which cannot be expected, 
from one whole firtt Pofition is the Contempt of 
Death to fo high a Degree, as making his Exit a 
Thing wholly indifferent, and not a Part of his 
Care, but that of Heav’n and Fate. 
St Fames’s Coffee-houfe, Angel 10, 
Letters trom Brujfels of the 15th Inttant, NV. S. fay, 
That Major-General Ravignan return’d on the 8th 
with the French King’s Anfwer to the intended Ca- 
pitulation tor the Citadel of Tournay ; which is, 
That he does not think fit to fign that Capitula- 
tion, except the Allies will grant a Ceflation of Arnts 
in general, during the Time in which all Acts of 
Holtility were to have ceas'd between the Citadel 
and the Befiegers. Soon after the Receipt of this 
News, the Cannon on each Side began to play. 
There are two Attacks againft the Citadel, com- 
manded by General Lostum, and General Schuylem- 
berg, which are boih carried on with great Succefs ; 
and iz is not doulted but the Citadel will be 
in the Hands of thé Allies betore the laft Day of 
this Month. Letters from Jpres fay, That on the 
gth Inttant, Part of the Garrifon of that Place had 
mutinied in two Bodies, eacii confilting of Two 
hundred; who being diipersd the fame Day, a 
Body of Eight hundred appear'd in the Market 
Place at Nine the Night following, and feiz'd all 
Manner of Provifions; bet were with much Diffi- 
culty quieted. The Governor has not punith’d 
any of the Offenders, the Diffatistaction being uni- 
verial in that Place ; it being thought, that 
the Officers de foment thofe Ditorders, that the Mi- 
niltry may be convinc’d or the Neceflity of paying 
thoie Troops, and fupplying, them with Provitions. 
Theie Advices add, That on the 14th bY Marquis 
d Effe pais’d Fxprets through Rrufels from the Duke 
of Savoy, with Advice, that his Royal Highneis had 
forced the Retrenchments of the Eneniy in Savoy, 
and defeated that Body of Men which guarded 
thole Pafles under the Command of the Marquis 
de Thouy, 


Advertifement. 


Tile-Kiln at Kilborne near Paddington in Middlefex, being 

to be remov’d, the Maccrials thereot, contifting of a con- 
tidcrable Quantity ot Timber, Bricks, Tiles, &c. is tu be fuld at 
a very seafonable Rate. Enquire of Thomas Birchall, Scrivner, 
in Budge-Row near Dowgare, London. 
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Sold by Joba Morphem near Stationers-Hall; where Advertifements are taken in. 





